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Dear Friends,

It is a delight to share with you the exciting news of Charlatte’s
first Single-Room-Dooupancy (3RO apartment comimunity.
Orver the |ast five years, volunteers and committed service
providers have worked digently to bring an apartment
community to Charlotte that will fill 2 gap in the housing
contirwum for the most vulnerable of the homeless—the
disabled. Like many dedicated wolunteers, Reverend Gene
MecCreash (former pastor of St Peter’s Catholic Church)
committed his time and effort to reach out and seek ways
to help the homeless and our nesghbors in need. Ve are
privileged to honor his work by naming 5t. Peter’s Homes
5SRO apartment community, McCreesh Place.

Thank you to the numercus groups and advocates that

have helped 5t Peter's Homes reach the long-awaited
groundbreaking ceremany, The City of Charlotte, City
Council and Neighborhood Development Key Business,
sought to fill a priority recommendation from the Affordable
Housing Implementation Teamn Report to assist in the
financing of 5SRO howsing. A capital loan request for
31,025,542 was unanimously approved by City Council

on May 13, 2002, The U5, Department of Housing and
Urban Development (HUDY) awarded a $500,000 grant
for construction and supportive services, as a companent of
Charlotte's Continuum of Care. The Homaless Services
MNetwork agencies not only made 56 Peter’s Homes a
number ane priority in the 2001 Continuum of Care grant
application to HUD, but provide a tremendous amount of
suppart and encouragement, David Furman Architecture
worked tirslesly to ensure that SRO zoning exists and that the
building is & dignified model for the first of igs kind in Charlotte,
Summit Properties has worked extremely hard to provide
consultation for contractor services. In addition, Saber
Engineering (mechanical, electrical and plumbing enginesrs),
Hunter Structural (structural engineers), Risden McElroy
(rendering design) and Richa Graphics (printing) offered
their expertise as in-kind contributions to the project,

However, without the faith community”s support throughout
the process, beginning in 1732 when 5. Peter’s Homes was
oreated by 5t Peter's Catholic Chureh, there would not

be a McCreash Place. The board of directors |s a hands-on
working board committed to providing affordable housing for
the homeless. These volunteers balance thelr own ful-tme jobs
with their commitment to 5t Peter’s Homes. They bring a high
level of expertise from a broad array of professions to selflessly
contribute ta the success of MoCreesh Place. Many volunteers
on the board of directors came to learn of SRO howsing from
thelr congregations. The congregations and crganizations that
comprise the Jeremiah 2%:7 group created the volunteer and
finandal support needed to bring the SRO vislon Into reality.
Myers Park Preshyterian Church, First Presbyterian
Church, Myers Park Baptist Church, Myers Park
Methodist Church, Christ Episcopal Church, Covenant

Presbyterian Church; Providence United Methodist
Church, 5t. Mark's Lutheran Church, 5t. Gabriel's
Catholic Church, Holy Comlorter Episcopal Church,
Mecklenburg Ministries and United Way of the Central
Carolinas zre the Jeremiah 29:7 members that supported 3L
Peter’s Homes mission. In addition to a strateglc ivpact grant
award, United Way of Central Carclinas awarded 5t. Peter’s
Homes a foos area grant to develop a scholarship fund to
serve qualified residents with temporary rental assistance.

I additicon to the City of Charlotte Affordable Housing
Implementation Team, chaired by Yelva Woollen, the
faith and business commumity’s support, several task forces
have brought Charlotte thorough reports outlining recom-
mendations to increase affordable housing. The Homeless
Community Action Plan recommendations from the Task
Force on Homelessness, chaired by Jerry Fox and adopted
by the Mecklenburg County Board of Commissianers and

City Council, ako support the development of McCressh Place,
Mumerous voluntesrs from the business, faith and human
service community served on the Task Force, Carol Morris
wrete the “Living in the Shadews" and “Out of the Shadows™
report on homelessness for the Task Force, which outines the




need for 5RO heasing. ULS. Representative Sue Myrick
created a Task Force on Housing that included recomn-
mendations to develop Single-Reom-Cocupancy housing
for individuals experiencing poverty. We trust that we
will provide the model program the previous task Torces
recommend to fill & gap in the housing continuum,

I would espedally like to thank Willa Heights Neighborhood
Association, Optimist Park Community of Shalom,
Belmont Meighborhood Strategy Force, Habitat for
Humanity and the Community Support Meighborhood
Advisory Board for their support and encouragement.

| ook forward to contimuing our relationship as neighbors
and as partners in our upcoming Meighborhood Advisory
Council. Exciting things are happening in Morth Charlotte
and it is your leadership and vision that are responsble for
the rovitalization of neighborhoods that savor diversity to
remain vibrant and strong.

Hope Haven, Inc. and Charlotte-Mecklenburg Housing
Partnership, Inc. have provided a tremendous amount of
guidance and support for 5t Peter's Homes over the [ast
year. Thank you for believing in our mission and selflessly
giving your encouragement and technical assistance to ensure
that MeCreesh Place B a sucoess.

McCreesh Place will be the first of many SROs in Charlotte,
W hope you will be proud of the model program we

are areating, in partnership with all of the 5t. Peter's Homes
supporters. Absent your trust in us, we would not be
equipped for sucoess, Thank youl

IWarrmest repardy,
I YLILEL - Tlal VETSIC Terri Andrews
ectilhee Directar
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McCreesh Place—Addressing
Charlotte’s Affordable Housing Crisis

McCreesh Place offers sixty-four apartments with on-site
supportive services for formerly homebess, disabled men.
The 21,000 square fool single-room oLcupancy apartment
community s bocated at 3120 North Davidson Street in the
Yilla Heights nelghborbood. Owned and operated by 5t.
Peter’s Homes, this residence is designed to help men exit
the cyde of homelessness and enter a permanent housing
community threugh an environment that is warm, supportive
and designed for self-sufficient, responsible living. Weekly
activitles are designed to provide education, recreation

and support to encourage each resident to reach and
maintain his highest level of potential. Since McCreesh Place
intends to be a responsible participant in the four ad|acent
nelghborhoods, community Invedvement from staff, residents
and voluntesrs i encouraged.

The key to our success will be the on-site supportive services
and the Impreved quality of life of cur residents. Because
maintenance, property management, conflict resolution and
of-godng supportive services are everyone's job, the five
full-tirme staff including two on-site case managers, |ive-n
maintenance manager, receptionist; executive director and
security officers, will all contribute to maintaining a dignified,
affordable and supportive emvironment for the residents.

Residents of McCreesh Place will be eligible based on incomse,
disability, homeless status, and a pational background check.
Residents are expected to pay rent and a security deposit;
they must not pose a threat to nelghbors and agree to ablde
by rules in place for the community. These puldelines prohibit
use of aloohol or drugs and ban weapons and overnight guests,

History of St. Peter’s Homes and Single Room Occupancy Housing

5t. Peter’s Homes began as a joint effort of several uptown
Charlotte churches to address the needs of the homeless

in the city. In 1987, Father John Haughey and Father
Gene MeCreesh of 5t Peter’s Cathalic Churdh founded
5t. Peter’s Homes. 51, Peter’s Episcopal Church became a
partner In 1990, Both churches, located in the urban core of
uptewn Charlotte, have advoecated on behalf of the homeless
for many years and recognized the increasing need for
affordable housing among people experiencing poverty.

&, Peter’s Homes became a private, non-profit agency
committed to assisting marginally homeless families successfully
re=eniter the mainstream of sodety by providing low-income
housing, Originally the agency leased and refurbished housing
through Housing and Urban Development, Homes were
then rented to homeless families in need of a new start
Accumulated rent was sither returned to the family when

it exited the program or ultimately used by the family
toward the purchase of the home, 3t Peter’s Homes worked
throwgh volunteers to éndure 3 positive, healthy relationship
between struggling neighbors and families transitioning out
of homelestness,

In 1924, the 5R0 Options for Charlotte committes bocated
a site In the Cherry nelghborhood, between Midtown and
Myers Park that was accessible to public transporiation,
community amenites and employment opportunities. Bank
of America owned the land and was willing to donate it so
that Charlotte™s first Single Room Checupancy (3RO housing
could become a reality. However, community opposition
and zoning difficulties made it necessary to find another site
for 5SRO haousing.

From 1998 to 2000, David Furman searched tirelessly for
a viable site while working with the Planning Cammissian

of Charlotte and Mecklenburg County to ensure that SRO
zoming was defined in the zoning ordmance. At last, a zoning
category was assigned to SRO housing in Charlotte.

In 2001, the release of an assesment on homelessness by
Mecklenburg County indicated that the hardest population
to exit the hormeless system was employed, disabled men.
The 5RO effort determined to target this group for its first
project in its effort to address homelessness in Charlotte,
Later in 2001, HUD announced that 5t Peter’s Homes was
awarded a bonws of $500,000, in addition to the $£2 millian
granted each year to Charlotte to address homelessness,

Finally, after years of searching, David Furman located a piece
of land on Morth Davidson Street that was zoned properly
and was affordable. The Jeremiah group ralsed funds to
purchase the land for St Peter’s Homes. David Furman
donated his time and talent to design the bullding. All the
pleces were finally coming together for so many committed,
resolute people who cared about addressing the problem

of homelessness in Charlotte.

The Morth Davidson site was the focus of some neighborhood
resistance regarding its proximity to the MaDa arts district
located one mile away, 5t Peter's Homes understood some
of the neighborhood concerns and addressed the fears to
the commumity and City Council, On May 13, 2002, the
koan request for 51,025,542 was unanimously approved.
The dream and vision of providing SRO housing for the
mast vulnerable of the homeless will become a reality

with the grand apening of the SRO in summer 2003, The
fruition of this project would not be in sight without the
tiredess dedication, commitment and vision from founders,
Barney Offerman, David Furman and the Homeless
Services Metwork.

TIMELINE

Cor e Fe—
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in December 2002, in June 2003,

Resident application Following completion.

process will begin of construction and
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